SPIRITS, IRELAND. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
Gated 23 July 1836;— -for, 



COPY of Memorial from the Deputation of Grocers in Ireland, respecting 
the Clause introduced on the Third Reading of the Spirit Licences in Ireland 
Bill, relating to the Sale of Spirits by Grocers. 



To the Right Honourable the Lords of His Majesty’s Treasury ; 

The Memorial of Joseph Boyce and John Ennis, Representatives, by Deputation, 
of the Grocers' in Ireland, 

Humbly shewetk, 

THAT His Majesty’s Government having in the present Session determined 
to bring in a Bill to amend the Spirit Licence Laws of Ireland, deputations were 
appointed by the grocers, and also by the publicans of Dublin, to attend to their 
respective interests, and to suggest such clauses and provisions, as while they 
should be effectual for the prevention of fraud, should at the same time protect 
the just and fair interests of all parties whose property and capital were vested in 
the spirit trade. 

That such deputations of the grocers and publicans respectively were com- 
posed of persons amongst the most respectable and intelligent in those trades, 
who attended in London, and remained there a considerable time, at great 
expense, and to the necessary derangement of their own affairs at home ; that 
they had by themselves and their then representative,, interviews with His 
Majesty’s Attorney-general for Ireland, and with the noble Lord the Secretary 
for Ireland ; and that a final understanding was come to as to the nature of the 
provisions of the Bill to be brought in by the noble Lord, and its clauses were 
agreed upon, in such a manner as to facilitate the conviction of offenders, and at 
the same time to protect the interest of all fair dealers in the trade. 

That matters having been thus satisfactorily adjusted, the deputation returned 
to Dublin, entertaining the most implicit reliance on the integrity and justice 
of His Majesty’s Government, and they were informed by their representative, 
who, as well as the deputies themselves, was convinced that no alteration would 
be allowed in the Bill prejudicial to the interests of any of the parties, without 
due notice, and full time to bring their case before the Government and the 
House of Commons. 

That the Bill accordingly was read twice, and printed, and passed through the 
House of Commons without any alteration being made therein, affecting the 
arrangement with the trade to which the Government originally acceded. 

That however it now appears, that at a late hour on the third reading of the 
Bill a clause was introduced, depriving the grocers of Ireland of the, to them, 
very valuable liberty which they had hitherto enjoyed of selling spirits to be 
consumed on the premises ; and such clause was introduced without the grocers 
having had any intimation of the intention to introduce the same, and with- 
out the far greater part of the Irish Members, who would have opposed the 
clause, being apprised that it was the intention of the Government to accede 
thereto. 

That the first intimation the grocers of Ireland had of any such clause being 
likely to become law, was by its having appeared in the reports of the newspapers 
that it had been acceded to ; and they thus were deprived of any opportunity of 
making out their case against the insertion thereof. 

That the grocers have, as your Memorialists submit, a perfect case against the 
said clause ; and they are the more strictly warranted in this assertion, inasmuch 
as the question of the propriety of the grocers being permitted to sell spirits to 
be consumed on the premises, was fully investigated before a Select Committee 
of the House of Commons, to whom was referred the Act of the 3 & 4 Will. IV. 
c. 68, when that Bill was brought before the House by Judge Perrin, the late 
Attorney-general for Ireland, and the law was accordingly passed, sanctioning 
and continuing that right. 
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That the grocers of Ireland have, upon the faith of the law, expended a large 
capital on the purchase of houses and suitable premises for carrying on the 
grocer}' and spirit business, and their properties would be very much deterio- 
rated and diminished in value if the said clause passed into a law, and property 
to the amount of several thousands of pounds would be destroyed, without the 
grocers having had an opportunity of making their defence, and of convincing 
the Government and the House of Commons of the injustice of passing the said 
clause. 

That since the return of the said deputation to Ireland, many extensive pur- 
chases have been made of spirits, and large contracts entered into with the dis- 
tillers by the grocers, on the faith of the law not being altered to their prejudice, 
and the most extensive ruin and destruction of property would ensue if the said 
clause were allowed to go into operation. 

That your Memorialists respectfully submit that it would be more unjust to 
allow the said clause to operate against the grocers, as they are a very respect- 
able class of traders, ready and willing at all times to submit to any regula- 
tions to obviate improper practices or violations of the revenue laws ; neither are 
they accused, or if accused they are not truly accused, of any violation of those 
laws. 

That the revenue of excise in Ireland must necessarily be extensively affected 
and greatly diminished if so large and so respectable a class of traders shall be 
deprived of their present privilege of selling spirits; and their sales will be 
thrown principally into the hands of illicit dealers and smugglers of spirits, which 
pay no duty. 

By your Lordships taking this into your consideration, and enacting a mea- 
sure for its relief, 

•Your Memorialists will be in duty'bound to pray. 

(signed) Joseph Boyce. 

Morley’s Hotel, London, John Ennis. 

12 July 1830. 
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